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& party representative in a very high office of the Weimar Republic ex-
plained to me emphatically that he, personally, would have to leave the
S.P.D., in case & merger with the Communist Party should be realized,
even though he had to admit that the merger might very well be in-
evitable from a political point of view.

L) The Cormunist Party (Die Kommunistische Partei Deutsch~-
lands; K.P.D.). The K.P.D. is limited end numerically quite poorly repre-
sented in the entire Americen zone. Its members, however, are well organized
end do> not ssem to lack sctive and cepeble lemders. The K.P.D. leadership
in the Ameoricen zone, in contrast to its perty leadership in the East and
in Berlin, seems, in general, not to lie in the hands of emigrants who
were trained in Russia, but in tho hands of people who lived in Germany
through the Hitler ora and the wer.

In estimating the importance of tho number of voters falling
to tho different parties, it should never be forgotten that very nearly
overy X.P.D. voter, or at least e¢very sccond voter, is et tho semc time
o mamver of the party, while the othor parties count upon 10 to 20 times
os maay voters as actual membors. It follows from this:

a) That the K.P.D. depends less upon chence votes;

b) That it hos its voters morc strictly under
centrol thean do the other particvs. In this
eonnection their supposedly complicatod
slection mancuvers cen bs undorstood--how,
for instence, thoy arc¢ able to meke last
minute snnouncements of the cencellation of
clection agrocments;

¢) That by judging the importance of the parties
eccording to membership, the actual political
importunce of the ¥X.P.D. would be overcstimated--
for instance, in the cese of =« party meorger.

Of the greatest importence in eny judgment of the future develop-
ment of the K.P.D. is the fuet that to &ll practicsel purposes tho entire
praoss of Hesse cnd Baden is in the hands of the perty. According to a
decresz of the military authorities, liconses for the publicction of news-
pepors ere allotted only to individuals. It has been agrosd in publishing
circlzs that, in any plens ror & joint publishing venturc, tho parties
will work on & perity besis. The coditoriel staff of the Frankfurt news-
paper at the time of my visit (Februsry 11-13) was, in fact, sot up to
include threc Communists and two Sociel Democrets. The latter intended
to rusign for they were continually overruled by the threo Communists and
wore 110 longer willing "to cimouflage a purely Cormunistic sheet with
their nemes.™  The only Heidolberg nowspeper is formally published by
represcntatives of the various parties, but is, in fact, complutcly
controlled by the representative of the K.P.D., who subtly &nd cleverly
presents his party's opinions and concentrates the pgper's propagunde
entiroly upon the theme of the perty morgor.
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5) Prospective view of the United Socialist Party (Sozialistische
Einheitspartei Deutschlands; S.E.P.D.). In view of the existing situation,
I haven't the slightest doubt that the new United Socielist Party of the
Russian zone founded in Berlin will soon be firmly established in the
entire AMmerican zone. If the party is permitted to open under its own
neme, the local groups of the K«F.D. will be dissolved and reorganized
as S.EB.P.D. The drawing power of the slogen "unity" is so great amongst
industricl workers that in the long run it will conguer all obstacles
whick heve grown out of the expericnces of the pusts Certainly the old
53.P.I workers und trede union men will not forget the former tactics of
"forring cells"” through the K.P.D.; certeinly the bed reputation of the
K.P.D. as the "Russien Porty" will scare wway not only the bourgoois
element but also certsin worker groups. Without a doubt, however, two
new factors of propagunda will be scized end utilized offoectively:

a) The new pletform set up in Borlin, "Principles
end Aims of the United Socialist Party of
Germany," contains nothing that could not
have becn included in e progrem of the right
wing of the S.P.D. of 193%. As & week remindor
of the K.P.D., thore is oniy thc one threat:

"The United Socialist Purty of

Gormany will gresp wt revolutionary
mothods if tho cepitalistic class
abendons the groundwork of democracy."

b) The party stututes of the S.E.P.D. give overy
cssurance that in the future it will be pos-
sible for the memborship to control the
menagomont of the Porty in o democratic
menner. The highest suthority of the Perty
is the purty moocting, It is completely
antonomous. Therc¢ is no possible so-calloed
"{internetional® finel authority over it.

Shrewd old party locders of the pro-Hitlor period will cortoainly
erguc thet thero will slwnys be woys and mouns for the menagemont to
withdraw from democratic control. They will refoer to thoe rosolution re-
gerding unificetion ineluded in tho "Organizetion Decreo,” which stotbes
thet the now loadership of the S.E.P.D. should be formed cn o basis of
cquality, « dovelopment which would give the Communists in the West undue
weight in the now purty. But this "Orgenization Docrso" (Orgenisctions-
bcucklussa) does not neccssarily ncsd to be applicd in tho West. Of
decisive significance for developmont of the new party in the American
zonc is the impraossion that mey be dissemineated regording tho position
of the new purty in Berlin and in the Fast ond concerning the dogree of
its direct dopondonce on the Russion Militory cuthorities. Further
development of the unificetion movement could be stopped in the West
only if, counter to all oxpoctations, the croestion of' the now united
party could be prevented in Berline In this case, the old S.P.D. could
edapt itsolf to the new post-wer situation step by stap.
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6) Remcrks on the prospoctive development of perties in the
fnorican zone. The partios os reprosontod in the American zono today
doubtloss depict only temporury wligmments of politicel groups, which,
et first, ere epplying themselves to the rebuilding of the perty skeletons
cs well as possible. Each of the "parties" formed in this manner encom-
pesSscs s0 many opposing materiel and ideological interests that a complete
regrcuping will probebly set in as soon us these intcerests nctuclly become
. offective. It should not boe forgotten that German voters orc much more
definitely accustomed to soeing their spocial interosts reprcsonted by
thoir party then the votors of nations with o more cquslized sociel set-
up and traditional two-party systom. Very roughly tho major material
end ideological "interests" which may bo oxpected to unite certein groups
mey ko classified as follows:

A) Material interosts:

1. Retention of ownership of goods end of income
from proporty.

2. Compensction for property destr-yed during

tho war. '

3. Muzintonance of carncd income (particularly
the cernod income of industrial workers).

B) Idoologicel intorosts:

1. Conservetism--mixecd with the fear of a
leveling of social condition cnd of
destruction of traudition end culturc.

2. Prosorvaticzn of roligious forms end valucs.

3. Radicalism~~a desire for a now sociel
srgenization.

Neturelly theso groups overlep in mony weys and find their represcntation
ir the partics in varied combinations.

The picturc of the partics might be changed in somewhat the
following manner:

Present Future

1) Parties of the right

(not yet formad) ) 2) Conservative party
Right wing _j
f

2) C.D.U. 4 Center
2 b) Catholic party

. Left Ming

?

? c) Sociel Refornm porty

\A

fOId party

{Unification wing ld) Sccielist party

f

L) ¥.P.D. 7))
fe) Radical Oppnsition party

3) S.P.D.
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If the center perty is willing to give up represontation of

proporty intervsts, thoreby curtailing its right wing, it will possibly
bo swrong and flexible enough to tako in social reforners.

B. Attitudo of tho Population townrd Certain Political Questions.

1) Genoral ettitude of tho population. As a result of a better
food situation and greeter general safety, the excessively nervous irri-
tation which is so noticeable in Berlin is obviously much less in the
fmerican zone., Nor is the resistance against politicel pressure so weak
nor the fear of arousing o clash against the occupation asuthorities so
pronounced., On the other hand, there is absent the lack of concern &nd
the clusticity so often found in peoplo in Berlin who have lost every-
thing and who go ebout their work with the single idea of starting a new
lifo and a new future. In the American zone, one gets the impression
thet the groater part of the Germans have not yot grasped thc extent of
the rruination of German property. For instance, the great interest shown
in the question as to when proparty claims existing only on paper will be
honorred and settled is noteworthy; in Berlin, these claims have beon
generally considered crossed off. The complicsted questions of money,
public and private debts, cepital lcvies end so forth are continually
treated with the idea of meintaining old claims., One gets the impression
thet the greatest part of the eloctorate will come to its politiesl
dacisions in accordence with tho stand of the parties on these questions.
At present the interost of ths pcoplo in the formation of political parties
is still substantially less than in Borlin, and the aversion to beeoning
affiliated with & party is elso moro pronounced. In general, tho seme
reasons ageinst joining & party aro givon es in Berlin. The C.D.U. is
too soncerned with property intcerest for some, is tos Catholic for others,
snd soys too strongly with Socialist ideas for w third group. For the
younger goneration, which had just begun to be active in political life
prior to 193%3, the S.P.D. appears to bo mired in retrospecticn. - The
leadars arce too old and interest thumselves too emphatically in the
formal reconstruction of party machinsry. In addition, many ere egainst
the nurely negative stend om the question of unificetion of tho parties,
as has already becn mentioned.

Entry into the K.P.D. is hardly considered by those who are
not organized on a party basis, beccuse it is too strongly merked es the
"Russien Farty." Its only attrection lies in the promiscd unity of the
working cless. Yet for most it soams senseless to join the K.P.D. which
is dissolving itself on eccount of the projected morgor. Thoy are there-
fore awaiting furthur developments.

In general, one gots the improession that the politicel parties
existing at present are rogarded by the majority of voters as of only
provisional construction.

2) Criticism of the occupation. A great deal of criticism of
the occupation is heard in the Amorican zone. For tho most part, this
arisas from disgruntlement over unprgventable inconveniences or is diroctod
against unimportant issues, but in many cases thoe criticism is not wholly
baseless.
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The total uncertainty of the economic future which hampers
every decision toward & serious start on reconstruction is viewed
sericusly. Usually the impossible money situation and the imminent
settl ement of reparations questions are given as reasons for the un-
certeinty, but uncerteinty also results from the unnaecessary formality
and inequality evidenced in the managament of the cdministretion. One
fecls strongly the impasse which results from Americen amphasis on weiting
for the initictive of the Germans while even the smalloest step by the
latter presumes a groat deel of approval from the occupation authorities
who reserve fincl decision in all questions.

There is widespread concorn, especially emong outspoken anti-
Nezis and convinced democrats, erising from the fact that the Americans,
whom they had received oponly as liborators, heve come upon the scone
as conquerors and punishing avengors, who demnoed the entire people without
diserimination. Ofton this charge takos on distorted and exaggerated forms,
but it has wide sway, especially in the circles that are roedy to help
the occupation authorities wholcoheertedly. The opinion of & mambor of
the Confessional church (Bekenntniskircho), which was "deeply convinced
of its own complicity in the torrible ovents of the past 12 years," reads
as followss

"A singular opportunity to tesch thc true demo-
cratic spirit and a goodly portion of the respect which
were attributed to the groat democracies was irrovocebly
lost. DNo one wanted to believe in our good will. Where
we expected democrats, we found militarists and bureau-
crats, who froquently gave thu impression that thoy
purposely wore boesetting rceconstruction with difficulties."

In spite of all criticism of the occupation, I have not found
anyons in the Amorican zone, with tho exception of somes Communists, who,
aftor critical enalysis, did not expross feer that the fmoricans might
leave "too soon.™

3) War guilt. All Germons to whom I talked showed very little
understanding of American questions as to whether they fecl guilty for

the Nnzi etrocitios snd the war. I did not moet enybody who admitted it
unconditionally. It is true thet there sre some honest confessions of

guilt., In some cases, however, where such confessions of guilt were made
publicly, one can't help feeling thet they were dicteted by opportunism.

I was assured agein and again, by people who were former immates of con-
centrution camps, that they had no knowledge of the oxtont of the atrocities
and tho systematic mess murders. On tho other hand, everybody admits knowing
that -<errible things happenod in thoe concentration camps, which explains
everybody's feer of the cumps. Everyons also sdmits thet o groat wrong

wes publicly done to the Jowish people snd that fow Germens actively

opposad the system when they becomc eware of tho feacts during the early

yeers of the Nazi regime.
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Most of the peoplo to whom I spoke offer the excuse that it
would have been impossible for them to show open opposition. Only very
few, most of them deeply religious, admitted their feeling of co-guilt;
rnost of these were in opposition to the Nazis during the entire period,
as was the previously mentioned mamber of ths Confessional church. But
even thess people naver admitted tho sole guilt of the Germans. The
sentiments of primitive people are wcll uxpressed in the words of an old
poasant woman vxilod from her home by the Poles: "Divino judgment has
overtaken us because we werc bad. This is the punishment for the
etrocitios against the Jews, the war, and overything that happened in
tho concentration camps.” But she added, "But other people heve also
beon bad and God's judgment will visit them." Even intcllectuals who
odmit tho guilt of the German poeople usuclly add, "Don't the poople of
other nations, and especially their loaders, feel guilty too? Did thcey
try in time to do ell in thoir power to provont the rise of thosc criminals?”

It is my impression thet penitenticl sermons to Germens produce
tho opposito of the desired effect. They stifle the rising feoling of
guilt end drive lurge circles of the population to & clear-cut denisl
not oaly of collective guilt but also of collecctive responsibility. This,
for lastance, was tho reaction to Niemooller's speech in Erlangen. (The
political importenco of this incident hus beon very much sxeggcerated., I
woas assurcd by & Sceisl-Democratic university professor in Frlangen that
the opposition shown by tho students woent scarcely beyond the usuel
demonstretions of opposition in Germen colleges whon the students do not
agroo with the opinion cxpressed by tho lscturoer.)

_ L) Denazification., I did not spoek to any Germen who approved
of ths denazification progrem in its prosent form. Froquent changes in
instructions were blemod for having crestod a feeling of judicial in-
stability. Evorybody, from Cormunist to conservetivo, agreod that strict
edheronco to formel instructions froquontly punished the imnocent or the
luss guilty person while roel culprits wsre eble to slip through. It
elso sekes too long before o finnl decision is mude in coses of temporary
custody.

Most Germans consider our concoption of the numbor of rasponsible

Nezis teo lurge. Politicians of all perties wero worried obout thc fact
thet the present methods of donwzification might drive o groct number of
persons who had been willing te cooperato into opposition nguainst stete
and demoeracy. In a fow words, tho majority opinion of the poople with
whom O talked is, "No reconstructicn is possible if you dogradec a groat
numbor of people to second class citizenship. Excocute or confine actual
criminels, punish profitcers and opportunists by confiscation of proporty
and loss of office, and then dcelerc on smnesty.”

5) Intercst in the East end scparatism. The division of Germeny
into various soncs of occupetion is considored g source of great confusion,
Thore aro numerous complaints ebout difficulties in traffic over the zone
borders. Connections te tho Bust erc very poor. As a rosult, the public
knows 1ittle ebsut the ovents in tho Russien zone and in Berlin. What
news the papers cerry is late ond froquently distorted. Thore arc a great
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numbor of rumors sbout the completo bolshovisation of tho Bast. Small,
moinly Catholic, circleos wro roady to consider the East lost. Thoy arc
afreid of & bolshevist inflectisn end believe that the Wost and South

cen cnly bo saved by a clear-cut secperation of the East from thﬁ Reich.
This view is oxpressed by small circles in Baden, Hosse, and Wurttemberg;
however, it meets strong resistanco from the majority, which considors it
irroesponsible to leave the Bast to its fate.

The attitude is different in Bavaria, where the East is con-
sidercd as something foreign., The people have humane sympathy for its
plight but no cetual understanding, and they do not feel that they hove
political rusponsibility for this territory. Generally speeking, Baveria
is occupied with its owm problems, first smong them the sheltering of
nmillions ¢f Gormans expelled from Czechoslovekin and South-Best Burope
who arc expected in Bavaria by spring. Whet is usuelly considored
Bavarien separatism is tho inclinetion to 1limit political intersst to
inner Bavarien problums ooupled with & strong distrust of anything
forcign, shortly labelled "Prussicn." Real seperatism, thet is, the
will to seporete Baveria from the Reich and to form on intogreael Bevarisn
Stato, cxists only in vory smull cireles in Bavaria end is prectically
non-cxistent in the rest of the American zone of occupation. The iden
of o United South-West German Stete, chiefly buscd sn the Catholic parts
of Germeny, heas very fow adheronts.





